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The Registrar of Motor Vehicles has the right to suspend or revoke your driver’s license
according to Massachusetts law or when he/she considers you to be a threat to public safe-
ty. Some motor vehicle violations require the immediate suspension or revocation of your
license. You can also lose your license for committing a number of moving violations over
time or for being at fault in a number of accidents.

Reasons for License Suspension

The law requires the Registrar to suspend or revoke your driver’s license automatically in
several instances. The charts in this section summarize the situations in which suspension
is mandatory. In addition to automatic license suspension, the Registrar has the discretion-
ary right to suspend or revoke your license in the following cases:

• Immediate threat—If the Registrar determines that allowing you to continue driving
poses an immediate threat to public safety, he/she can suspend your learner’s permit or
driver’s license immediately.
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Mandatory License Suspensions (18 Years and Older)

Situation Explanation Suspension Fee to
Period Reinstate

Three Speeding
Violations
Five
Surchargeable
Events

Seven
Surchargeable
Events

Habitual Traffic
Offender

Out-of-State
Suspension

Three speeding violations/ responsible findings
within any one-year period.

Any combination of moving violations and sur-
chargeable accidents that total five surcharge-
able events within a three-year period.

Any combination of moving violations and sur-
chargeable accidents that total seven sur-
chargeable events within a three-year period.

A total of three major moving violations or any
combination of twelve major or minor moving
violations within a five-year period.

License has been suspended or revoked in
another state.

30 days

Must complete Driver
Retraining course within 90
days or license will be sus-
pended indefinitely until
course is completed

60 days

Four years

Until the out-of-state
suspension is resolved

$100

$100

$100

$500

$100

License Suspension or Revocation

All fees are subject to change at any time.


